Medieval European Origins: Academic degrees, including
bachelor's, master’s, and doctorate, emerged from universities in
13th-century Europe.

University Roots in Guilds: Early universities can be viewed as
a type of guild — a "community of teachers and scholars" as the Latin
phrase "universitas magistrorum et scholarium" suggests.

Church Influence in Early Universities: Many medieval
universities were established under the Catholic Church’s guidance,
often as extensions of cathedral or monastic schools.

Ancient Roots of Education

Ancient civilizations like Greece and Rome laid the groundwork for

structured learning, although not directly tied to modern degrees:
Greek Education: Ancient Greece emphasized a well-rounded

education, fostering both mental and physical development, with

notable institutions like Plato’s Academy.

Roman Adaptation: The Roman education system adapted the
Greek model, focusing on rhetoric, philosophy, and practical skills like
law and politics.

Distinction Between Pagan Systems and Academic Degrees
It's important to distinguish between educational systems within
pagan religions and the origins of academic degrees:

Pagan Educational Systems: Some pagan religions, like Wicca,
have systems of degrees or initiation rites to mark the progress of
students or initiates within their traditions.

Academic Degrees’ Primary Purpose: Historically, academic
degrees served as professional certifications for teachers and
scholars within universities.

In conclusion:

While ancient civilizations contributed to the development of
structured education, the system of academic degrees as it's known
today originated in medieval European universities, heavily influenced
by the Church.

The evolution of academic degrees. from medieval guilds to modern research

The structure of academic degrees awarded in schools today — Bachelor, Master, and PhD — hasits
roots in the medieval European university system, evolving over centuriesto its current form.

1. Early beginnings. medieval universities and guilds



The Medieval University Structure: Early European universities, emerging
around the 13th century, were structured into faculties, ssimilar to professiona
guilds, according to Britannica.
Degrees as"Master” or "Doctor": Initially, there was essentially one final degree:
that of "master" or "doctor," which essentially signified that an individual was a
licensed teacher.
Bachelor as an Apprentice Stage: The baccal aureate (Bachelor's degree) wasn't
initially a standalone degree, but rather an intermediate step towards mastership,
indicating completion of the initial stage of studies.

2. Specialization and the rise of the doctorates

- Higher Faculties and Doctorates: Initially, the term "doctor" was particularly used

for the highest degree in the faculties of theology, law, and medicine, while
"master” was often used in the faculty of arts, according to Academic Apparel.
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): The Doctor of Philosophy degree originated in
19th-century Germany as a research-focused qualification, distinguishing itself
from other doctorates that primarily signified advanced scholarship and teaching
ability. The degree's name reflects the broader historical meaning of " philosophy"
encompassing the pursuit of knowledge across all academic disciplines, says
NeuWrite West.
Spread of the PhD Model: This model spread, especially inthe US, where it
became the standard for younger students pursuing a research-based doctorate
after their bachelor's degree.

3. The modern hierarchy: bachelor, master, and doctor

. Formalized Structure: Today's standard academic progression involves the

Bachelor's degree for undergraduate studies, followed by the Master's degree for
advanced study, and finally the Doctorate (including the PhD) as the highest
research-focused degree in many fields, according to Wikipedia.
Specidization and Variety: The 20th century saw a significant increase in the
specialization of degrees, with numerous specific Bachelor, Master, and Doctor
designations emerging across various fields like science, technol ogy,
engineering, medicine, and education.

In essence, the system of academic degrees evolved from medieval university structures centered

around guilds and teaching licenses to a more formalized and specialized hierarchy reflecting the

modern emphasis on research and diverse fields of study.




